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On March 14, the Latin American Episcopal Conference (CELAM) concluded its 21st ordinary
assembly in Paraguay, with the approval of a series of "recommendations" for the conduct of Latin
American Catholicism until the next assembly in 1989. In addition to guidelines related to the
growth and renewal of religious vocations in the region, the document contains the expression
of "concern" over several economic, political and social problems affecting Latin America, and in
particular, the effects of the foreign debt burden. The more than 60 archbishops and bishops of
22 nations expressed concern over the fact that in many countries civil rights are limited, while
in others, the "scourge of violence continues sowing pain and death." Next, the prelates stated
that many Latin American nations continue to suffer the consequences of severe economic crisis,
i.e., unemployment, underemployment, poverty and hunger. The latter "produces a profound
frustration in young people who perceive that opportunities for realizing common...expectations
virtually closed off...In this context, the foreign debt burden cannot be isolated from our pastoral
concerns." In a chapter dedicated to challenges facing Catholocism, the bishops speak of the threat
presented by "new sects," whose aggressive proselytizing not only negatively affects the integrity of
"the faith on the continent, but also provoke divisions within families." In addition, such sects often
"promote passive political attitudes, that impede our peoples from the legitimate advocacy of their
rights and the necessary search for justice...by non-violent means." The CELAM assembly began on
March 9, and took place at the Casa Salesiana de Ypacarai, 35 km. east of Asuncion, the capital city.
CELAM was created in 1955. (Basic data from AP, 03/14/87)
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